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Abstract

Tamil literatures are the historical repository of the lifestyle of ancient Tamil people.
In the world of Tamil literature, travel writing has been so popular that compilers of the day
included them in their anthologies, Sangam poetry includes a genre known as Aartrupadai,
songs in which the persona is a traveler form the past guiding a traveler in the present. He
narrates his experience of meeting a benefactor in a foreign land and gives him and his
companions many gifts. Five long Sangam poems use this literary technique, one about a
pilgrimage to the Muruga temples in the hills, the rest glorifying the munificence of a
chieftain. This article expounds the life of ancient Tamil through the Aattruppadai poems.
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